
Northgate High School – AP World History (WHAP) 2017-2018 

Summer Assignment 

 

 
Dear Future WHAP Students, 

 

On the morning of Thursday, May 17
th
, 2018 you will be sitting down to take the AP World History Exam at the Willow 

Creek Center in Concord.  Your preparation for this moment begins right now.  This summer assignment is meant to 

help you develop certain skills that will enable you to be more successful in the course and on the test, and also to 

provide you the opportunity to develop your personal interest and excitement about the material that you will learn 

about in WHAP.  Fortunately our textbook is relatively short (compared to most WHAP books) so we do not need to do 

any textbook reading over the summer.  The summer assignment is due on the third day of school (Thursday, 8/24/17) 

except for Tasks 3 and 4 which will be due on the date of the map quizzes.  Expect a series of map quizzes over the first 

few weeks of school based on the locations you are asked to locate and memorize in this assignment.  Your hard work 

on this assignment will benefit you all year long, so put your best effort into your learning while you have the luxury of 

time during the summer.  This class will be challenging, but this summer assignment is meant to be enjoyable, 

consistent, and variety-filled in order to give you many entry points into what will hopefully be an awesome year of 

learning.  Read the assignment very carefully to make sure that you don’t overlook anything.  I hope you have a 

wonderful summer and look forward to working with you next year. 

 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Corbett 

corbettb@mdusd.org 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Summer Assignment 
 

Task 1: Join the “WHAP 2017-2018 – Summer Announcements” group on Remind.com 

 -To join go to https://www.remind.com/join/kce4af or text @kce4af to 81010 

-The “Remind” app will be helpful to have on your phone during the schoolyear but is not mandatory 

over the summer 
-Mr. Corbett will use this text reminder service to give you any updates about the summer assignment, 

send links to articles or videos that I would like you to read/watch, connect you to helpful resources, 

and to begin setting up our technology infrastructure so that we can hit the ground running when 

school starts. 

 

Task 2: Bookmark/Favorite Mr. Corbett’s WHAP website. 

-https://nhs-mdusd-ca.schoolloop.com/CorbettWHAP 

 

Task 3: On Mr. Corbett’s website is a link to the official AP World Regions Map.  Note that there are two 

maps here.  This task will focus on the bottom of the two maps, but make sure to include Europe and Oceania 

in this assignment.  Please search the web for printable outlined current political maps (blank maps with 

country borders) for each of the regions on the World Regions Map.  Label each map according to its region 

and label (and color) the countries that are currently in this region.  Please carefully compare your outline map 

to the official AP map and try to make sure that you only label countries that would be in the region according 

to the AP official map (for example, make sure that Nepal is labeled on your South Asia map, not East Asia or 

Southeast Asia).  This will require some interpretation of the official map, and some countries will appear so 

close to multiple regions that it will seem impossible to figure out which one is correct.  That is ok - do some 

research and make the best choice you can – but don’t stress too much because modern borders don’t 

necessarily correspond to the regions.  We will go over ambiguous countries during the first week.  One of 

your early tests (week 1 or 2) will require you to match countries to their proper region according to the 

official map.  Many questions on the AP test are completely dependent on your understanding of these 

regions. 

 

mailto:corbettb@mdusd.org
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Task 4: Create or print a second set of outline maps (this time print blank maps, physical outline only, no 

other physical features or labels or political boundaries) on which you can neatly draw and clearly label each 

of the items listed below.  Use the colors listed for each set of features.  Expect multiple map quizzes over the 

first couple weeks of the school year. 

 
-Oceans, Seas, Bays, Lakes (BLUE) Atlantic Ocean, Pacific Ocean, Indian Ocean, Arctic Ocean, North Sea, Baltic Sea, 

English Channel, Mediterranean Sea, Adriatic Sea, Aegean Sea, Black Sea, Caspian Sea, Red Sea, Persian Gulf, Arabian 

Sea, South China Sea, East China Sea, Sea of Japan, Caribbean Sea, Gulf of Mexico, Bay of Bengal, Aral Sea, the Great 

Lakes, Lake Victoria, Lake Tanganyika, Gulf of Aden 

 

-Rivers (GREEN) Nile River, Tigris River, Euphrates River, Amazon River, Indus River, Yellow (Huang He) River, 

Yangtze River, Ganges River, Mekong River, Congo River, Rhine River, Danube River, Volga River, Niger River, 

Mississippi River, Jordan River, Colorado River, Columbia River, St. Lawrence River 

 

-Deserts (TAN) Gobi, Kalahari, Sahara, Mojave, Arabian, Namib, Sonoran, Atacama 

 

-Mountain Ranges (ORANGE and drawn as multiple upside down ‘V’s)  Himalayas, Hindu Kush, Andes, Sierra Madre, 

Alps, Appalachian Mountains, Rocky Mountains, Atlas Mountains, Pyrenees Mountains, Ural Mountains, Sierra Nevada, 

Cascades, Caucasus Mountains, Atlas Mountains 

 

-Straits (PURPLE) Bosporus Strait, Dardanelles, Strait of Magellan, Strait of Gibraltar, Strait of Malacca, Bering Strait 

 

-World Regions, color coded to your preference: North Africa, West Africa, East Africa, Central Africa, Southern Africa, 

Middle East (Southwest Asia), East Asia, Central Asia, South Asia, Latin America, the Caribbean, North America, Europe, 

Oceania 

 

-Peninsulas & Other Landforms: Arabian Peninsula, Balkan Peninsula, Crimean Peninsula, Malay Peninsula, Horn of 

Africa, Iberian Peninsula, Sinai Peninsula, Yucatan Peninsula, Great Rift Valley, Asian Steppe, Cape of Good Hope, Cape 

Horn, Suez Canal, Panama Canal, Great Basin, Siberia, Bight of Benin, 

 

Task 5: Go to Mr. Corbett’s web page and click on the “WHAP Reading List” link.  You will be reading two 

books from this list this summer.  You may choose from any of the titles available, but must pick at least one 

non-fiction book.  The books should be available through the Contra Costa County Library system, so you do 

not need to purchase them.  Choose books that sound interesting to you.  It is highly advised that you do not 

choose a book based on number of pages.  Go for your interests.  Please note that this list was compiled from 

many AP World History teachers’ recommendations and have not all been personally read by your teacher.  

When you have finished reading each book, you will be writing a short essay that follows these guidelines: 

 Paper should be typed in Times New Roman, font size 12, double-spaced. 

 The paper should be in the following format: 
o Paragraph 1: Introduction (Title, Author, and why you chose the book) 

o Paragraph 2: Summary of the story includes three meaningful quotes from the story, explain why you 

chose them (50 words minimum) 

o Paragraph 3: Use your own vivid language to describe the time period and the historical events that this 

book references. 

o Paragraph 4: How did this book give you a deeper insight into this era of world history? 

o Paragraph 5: Conclusion/Reflection (What was your experience like reading this book?  Would you 

recommend this book to other students? Why or why not? Other thoughts?) 

 You will submit the papers on the plagiarism checker Turnitin.com during the first week of school 

 

Task 6: Pick up a copy of your summer academic article from Mr. Corbett titled The Civilizing Process and 

the Domestication of Fire, by Johan Goudsblom.  Read the article all the way through once without stopping.  

Then, find Goudsblom’s thesis statement (on page 4 – last sentence above the three stars ***).  Type this 



sentence in large print at the top of your paper.  Then, underneath in normal size print, make a table that looks 

like this: 
 

Evidence to Prove Thesis Explanation (Analysis) of Evidence 

Evidence: 

 

Analysis: 

Evidence: 

 

Analysis: 

Evidence: 

 

Analysis: 

(Add as many rows as is necessary) 

 

Go through the entire article looking for all of Goudsblom’s supporting evidence.  Paraphrase (put into your 

own words) Goudsblom’s evidence and his explanation of the evidence.  It is ok to shorten and summarize, 

but it absolutely must all be in your own phrasing and language.  When you have read the entire article and 

completed the above chart, write a five-sentence reflection on what you think about the article and whether 

you believe the author proved his thesis.  You will submit this on Turnitin.com during the first week of 

school.  If you lose the article, you can download and print from Mr. Corbett’s website under the title 

“Summer Article”. 

 

Task 7: Build your historical/global literacy.  Watch the news, read international news online or in the 

newspaper, watch movies about historical topics, look up interesting places on Wikipedia, go to restaurants 

that feature international cuisine (especially types that you’ve never tried), talk to family/friends about 

international travel experiences & look at their pictures, explore each world region from your maps on Google 

Earth.  Basically, do whatever you can to build your natural interest in our world.  Personal interest and prior 

connections will make the class more fun and make the hard work more manageable.  Try to spend an average 

of 15 minutes a day doing this (some days more, some days none).  Keep a reflective journal of your activities 

(At least three entries per week - no more than three sentences per entry).  You will turn this in during the first 

week of school.  You do not need to do more than the minimum requirements on this journal to get full credit.  

Journals can be typed or handwritten. 

 

Task 8:  Go to Mr. Corbett’s web page and click on the “African Civilizations” link.  This will take you to a 

YouTube playlist.  There are six 52-minute episodes of this miniseries that was released in 2017.  Consider 

doing one episode per week.  For each episode, please complete one set of “Episode Organizer” notes.  Use 

the following format for your notes: 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Episode # and Title 

 

 Civilization Name (or other appropriate title for a certain segment)  

o Region(s) of Africa (according to the AP World Regions in Task 3) 

o Key Features (list all relevant details) 

o Main importance/contribution according to Gates (the narrator/host). 

 End of Episode Reflection 

o Two-to-three sentence reflection.  Consider possibly writing about what you: learned/were surprised 

by/agreed with/disagreed with/want to see in person/already know about. 


